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ASIA 
In Forbidden China. The d'Ollone Mission, 1906-1909. China-Tibet- 
Mongolia. By Vicomte d'Ollone. Translated from the French of the 2nd 
Edition by Bernard Miall, 318 pp. Map, ills., index. Small, Maynard & Co., 
Boston, igi2(?) $3.50. o. x 6. 

There springs to mind a ready and sympathetic excuse for the thought 
with which Major d'Ollone closes the record of his nearly four years of explora- 
tion of the unknown wilds of Western China. During all these years of toil, 
of danger, of unflagging zeal, he and his handful of companions had been with 
the savage hordes. He found them yet instinct with life, not in the least 
subdued by the might of the surrounding Chinese, not at all swayed by Chinese 
thought. He had seen them acquiring modern arms of precision and this 
with no loss of the lust of battle. He calls to mind that he has found the survi- 
vals of the hordes which swept down upon imperial cultures under Attila, under 
Genghis Khan, under Timur. He wonders if the hour of the hordes shall yet 
again strike. It is on his part no idle wonder, for he has seen the last of the 
barbarians in their remote home. 

This volume contains the popular narrative of the mission of exploration. 
The scientific results, and they are great in number and promise to prove 
of great importance, are being now worked out for publication in the most 
dignified form. This is the day book of adventure, on that account all the more 
valuable. There is nothing which can quite take the place of such narratives 
as this, written with the memory keen and supported in the moment of writing 
by the hasty veracity of the pencilled field notes. In later revision, incidents 
and details drop out as unimportant, they are lost because of the lack of the 
interpreter. One instance will suffice. He writes oh page 106, of the wild 
Lolos, that he offered them a book to read in their own character; they turned 
it about so that the vertical columns became horizontal. I have observed that 
rotation in vision hundreds of times among savages, but it has passed wholly 
unconsidered in the science of ophthalmology. This is only the seventh mention 
of it which I have found in all my reading of the journals of exploration. 

In this important mission the Vicomte d'Ollone and his three companions 
entered China at the back door, their time was spent in the back yard of the 
empire, they saw it at its least presentable aspect. They were busy with the 
Miao-tze, the Lolos and the tribesmen of the borderland of the Tibetan moun- 
tains. Fitly they crowned their work with sight of the unseeable, with speech 
of the unapproachable, the great and mysterious figure of eastern Asia. They 
had word with the Dalai Lama. In this narrative there is no attempt at 
discussion of the problems of these included races; that is deferred to the ap- 
propriate volume of the scientific results of the mission. From original sources, 
family records of chiefs with whom he made friendship, the traveler discovers 
that the Lolos are not indigenous to the Great Cold Mountains in whose valleys 
they now dwell, that their ancestral home was in the southern Yunnan and 
Kwei-Chu, that early in the eighteenth century after a revolt had been crushed 
by the Chinese they fled westward across the Blue River to the hills. From the 
Miao-tze in their own homes he acquires the startling discovery that they are 
neither Miao-tze nor independent but really Tai, that for some undiscoverable 
reason the Chinese call them Chong-kya as far as Hing-Yi-fu and immediately 
beyond that town call them Miao-tze, although there is no difference in any 
particular. In Tibet the author deals with the Si-Fan. He is quite justified 
in avoiding the name Tibet, inasmuch as that is quite unknown in that country. 
Yet Si-Fan, although better comprehended, is equally alien; if Tibet is Arabic, 
none the less Si-Fan is Chinese, merely the designation of western barbarians. 
Nomenclature is particularly difficult in the mountain region. There is no name 
for the country, even the tribes have different designations in summer and 
in winter. 

The scientific volumes which are promised, will be awaited with the most 
lively interest. But for the general reader this narrative will serve all common 
ends and will hold the interest on every page. William Churchill. 



